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United Nations observance

Sri Lanka Maritime & Logistics
“Island in the ocean of opportunity”

Colombo International Logistics conference 2019

1& 2  August 2019…The Garden City & Emerging metropolis of South Asia



Connecting Rising East – Emerging West & Promising Africa
Sri Lanka’s emerging role in the global Shipping/logistics/trading & manufacturing industry

Sri Lanka, logistics Maritime, 
Free ports and beyond for a Mega Logistics hub

The gateway nation….in the
middle of the Indian ocean





• Worlds fastest growing  economic region in the world

• Expanding middle class

• Expanding consumer market of over 2 billion population

• increasing manufacturing & FDI

• Increasing e –commerce market

• Centre of the Indian ocean, connecting continents

• BRI  Hub of Hambantota linking maritime routes with East west trunk 
shipping lane

• Air Sea transfers and  huge demand for logistics & distribution, 
warehousing  services



Why Sri Lanka?

.

Future is just beginning- Colombo International  Financial/Port city under construction



Centre between two logistics hubs of 
Dubai & Singapore

Maximum 4 days sailing to Dubai & 
Singapore

Maximum 4 hours flying to  Dubai and 
Singapore

Highest number of  air connectivity to 
India and South Asia

All top  shipping lines service Sri  Lanka

Investment incentives for logistics

Lowest cost base

Designed for a logistics hub



Low cost storage for regional distribution
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Positioning of Sri Lankan ports 

connecting the busiest East West shipping corridor, a comparative 

advantage with best trade corridors to region as a distribution hub

Colombo in World Top Rankings-

23- with new  port  capacity 12th in 

the world   

Center of the world’s busiest  east –west shipping lane 



Exclusive strengths
that support profits and reduction of cost

with speed to markets 

South Asia’s deepest and 

the largest transhipment  

Mega Port

with all top 20 lines calling 

Colombo

Sri Lanka

Connects best to 

Africa. Asia, Europe, 

middle east and is 

the centre between 

Dubai & Singapore

gving faster 

connectivity

Colombo- 13th

best connected 
port
in the world-2018

Colombo- 22rd

best port
in the world port 
ranking-2018

Logistics Centre 

with air/sea 

connections

with 3 deep sea 

ports

South Asia’s most liberal economy with further liberalization for shipping and logistics

❖ USA - 1.5

❖ Europe - 1

❖ Mediterranean – 1.5

❖ Far – East - 3

❖ Gulf - 1.5

❖ Africa - 1

❖ India - 3-4 

❖ Bangladesh - every 1.5 

days

❖ Male - every 3 days

Transit Times
Daily Sailings minimum to 



Hambanthota International Port

Trincomalee Port

Port of Colombo

Mattala International Air Port

Colombo International Air Port

Three ports two airports
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Phase 1 

Basic Infrastructure - Breakwater 

Three Container Terminals

South Terminal 

Three berths

1,200m Quay

Land area of 58ha

Capacity – 2.4m

Terminal cost - $ 320 m

Ready by 2013 - 1st Quarter

Navigational Data 

Depth 18m – 21m

Basin 285ha

Two way channel 

Phase 2

Extension of break water 

One Container Terminal

South Asia’s only port that can handle the largest ships is in Sri Lanka



Logistics HUB Strategy

Distribution

Centre Port Transhipment/

relay  Mega Port

Import /

Export / 

Service/Entrepot/MCC 

Port



Hub

Transshipment
Value added 

CFS 

Operations

Air Sea

Transfers

MCC 

Operations

Entraoport 

trade

Warehousing

& 

Distribution Consolidation

&

Data 

Management

Bunker

&

Ship supply

Assembling

& Vehicle

storage

Business Activity

New Enterprise

Under commercial hub free port regulations

Min. Investment

in fixed assets 

(65% thr’ foreign sourced)

US$

Annual 

Re – export/ 

Turnover to be 

achieved in 5yrs

(a) Entrepot trade involving an import, minor 

processing and re-export 

Enterprise involved in Entrepot trade  shall 

engaged in manufacturing or assembling a 

products with approval 

5 Mn. 

Within 6 months from the BOI 

Agreement

Not less than US$ 20 

Mn. 

(b)  Off-shore business where goods can be 

procured from one country or manufactured in 

one country and

shipped to another country without bringing the 

same into Sri Lanka 

1 Mn.

Within 6 months from the BOI 

Agreement

Not less than US$ 10  

Mn.

(c)  Providing front end services to clients abroad 1 Mn.

Within 6 months from the BOI 

Agreement

Not less than US$ 10  

Mn.

(d) Operations of the Headquarters of leading buyers 

for the management of the finance supply chain 

and billing operations 

1 Mn.

Within 6 months from the BOI 

Agreement

Not less than US$ 10  

Mn.

(e)  Logistic services such as a bonded warehouse or 

in the case of operation of multi-country 

consolidation in Sri Lanka 

3 Mn.

Within 6 months from the BOI 

Agreement 

Not less than US$ 15 

Mn. 



Ship/ Rig Layup  maintenance opportunities

Ship/boat building/repairs/ dockyards/cruise terminal and ferry services

Bulk  facilities-Lightering/ double bank operations

Warehousing and distribution infrastructure

Trailer and equipment suppliers & manufacturers

Gantry /ship crain manufacturing/maritime spare parts

Other investment  opportunities

Automation/software



www.cimc.lk
info@cimc.lk

http://www.cimc.lk/

